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Balak

A People That
Dwells Alone

hisisan ]
/ n extraordinary moment in Jewish history, for good and

not-s0- 200 ¥ c ave
l -good reasons. For the first time in almost 4,000 years we b
sn‘qu tan o
eously sover reignty and mde_pendence inthe Land and State of

Israel and
freedom and equality in the Dlaspera There have been times

all too brief - wh
enjeus had one or the
other, but never b
G at the same time, That is the good news, } store beth

The less- -good new
within hvmg memory of

s, though is that anti- Semmsm has returned

the Holocaust, Th
e State of Is
;solated n the 1nternat10nai politi e

l rernams
ical arena. It is still sy

o rrounded b
s. And itis the only nation among the 163 making gup the Unltec);

([ Nations whose ver
v right to exist is co ,
under threat, nstantly chal lienged and always

7 1 1
. Given all this, it seems the right time to re-examine word
earin m' S
pp g in this parasha, uttered by the pagan prophet Balaam, that
7

.
3.
-

-
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G
the contrary — and this is the life-changing idea: In our uniqueness lies

our universality. By being what only we are, we contribute to humanity

what only we can give.

From:

Life-Changing Idea #40

In our uniqueness lies our universality. By being what only we are, we

contribute to humanity what only we can give.
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